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This Critical Learnings Document has been created by and for Prairie Rose School Division teachers.  It is not meant to replace the English Language Arts Program of Studies.  The Key Ideas for Reading are general to grades 1-3 but the curriculum needs to be consulted for specific grade level outcomes.  Program of Studies and list of resources are available at the Alberta Learning website.
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	1.  Reading Skills

	· Be aware of child’s individual reading level and use appropriate reading material (e.g. grade 3 student may need grade 1 or grade 5 reading  material) 

· Make connections to real life events

· Use appropriate words, phrases to ask questions (5 W words)

· Context is used to decode words

· Words have spelling patterns

· Words can be segmented

· Fluency, rhythm, pace and intonation contribute to meaning

·  Phonetic rules (blends “sp”, diagraphs “ch”, dipthongs “oi” and word families “at” ) are important to reading

· Use  a wide variety of texts and media (mystery, fiction, non-fiction, picture books, fables, cookbooks, chapter books, cartoons, joke books, poetry, plays, newsprint, CD Rom, cultural songs, elders)

· Comprehension strategies are essential to story understanding

· Understand what good readers do: word attack skills, comprehension, use context 

· Identify high frequency words by sight
	· Differentiated Reading e.g. Leveled readers

· Show and Share (with items, news, etc)

· Read stories aloud and leave out or change key words in a story (One day I took my hat, then I put it on my ____.)

· Students predict and ask questions as story is read

· Read patterned and predictable books

· Word families, long and short vowels

· Teach use of syllables

· Phonics/phonemes, word games
· Rhymes, rhythm, action songs

· Poetry, drama, choral reading
· Reader’s Theatre, Author’s Chair

· Sight Word Bingo, Sound City

· Take-Home Reading/ Library

· Teach library organizational system to locate information

· Reading buddies- in school (cross-graded) or in community

· Read out loud and silently

· Comprehension strategies- visualization, asking questions as you read, making predictions, retelling the story, reread, proofread, paraphrase, read on
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	2. Main Ideas/Details.


	· What is a main idea, details, characters, setting

· Remember and retell familiar stories and rhymes

· Answer questions directly related to text

· Differentiate between main and supporting characters

· Recognize character motivation

· Recognize explicit relationships between events and characters

· Understand that titles, paragraphs, and punctuation ( ? , . ! “”) assist in meaning


	· Graphic organizers- webs, brainstorming, timelines, outlines, sequencing, categorizing

· Fables / Fairy Tales

· Story sequence chart 

· Book talks/walks- pre-reading

· Set a purpose for reading e.g. read to find out …

· Predicting before and during story

· Reading to, with and by the students (D.E.A.R time)
· Using visual cues

· Paraphrasing

· Skim and scan for information

· Highlight important words or information
· I Wonder, I Think
· Identify Keywords (cross-curricular)
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	3. Understanding Story Structure and Features 

	· Understand that print and books are organized in predictable ways

· Use pictures/letters to make words, use words to make sentences (to create meaning)

· Explain what characters do; what happens to them

· Organize features of story structure (beginning, middle, end, setting, problem, characters, mood)

· Identify purpose – information vs. entertainment

· Identify genre (stories, poetry, plays, reports and articles)

· Use text and typographical features (ZZZOoooooommmm)

· Recognize that author’s techniques create a mental image or movie

· Determine an author’s purpose

· Understand that humour, sound and poetic effects contribute to enjoyment (descriptive words, adjectives, adverbs)


	· Establish flexible reading groups

· Find information to answer research questions using a variety of sources

· Use a variety of oral, print and other media texts including newsprint, poetry, fiction/non-fiction, visual images, various genre, cartoons, legends, myths, etc.

· Alphabetize by first and second letter

· Use pictionaries, dictionaries, thesaurus, encyclopedias and/or electronic sources

· Use WebQuests (projects readily accessible on the internet)

· Use details/words from story to create mental images

· Read stories without pictures and draw pictures as story is read

· Suggest alternative endings to a story 

· Think Alouds: modeling reading strategies

· Story sequence chart

· Use Mad Libs (humourous cloze activity)
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	4. Associating Meaning


	· Connect oral language and experiences to print and pictures

· Use context clues to figure out unknown words 

· Teach specific reading vocabulary (e.g. homonyms, antonyms, synonyms, prefixes, suffixes, contractions, compound words, double meaning words e.g. bat, bat )

· Build links to other subject content areas (e.g. Helen Keller related to Health Curriculum)

· Associate meaning of words, expressions and literary devices from prior knowledge 

· Recognize that the use of grammar contributes to meaning


	· Recall and follow oral and written directions

· Use pictionaries, dictionaries, thesaurus, encyclopedias and/or electronic sources for research

· Field trips, community speakers

· Establish flexible groupings

· Collaborative learning word walls 

· KWLH chart- what you Know, Want to learn, what you have Learned, How you will learn more

· Book response: dioramas, posters, plays, book reports, art, etc.
· Literary devices- e.g. similes, metaphors

· Correcting sentences on the board- written with mistakes in grammar, spelling, wording e.g. daily messages

· Cloze activities

· Interviewing

· Read graphs, diagrams, charts, etc.
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	5. Synthesizing Ideas


	· Categorize information according to similarities, differences, and sequence

· Explain key words and ideas in own language

· Use fiction and non-fiction resources

· Share understandings, ideas and information

· Draw conclusions by relating what is known to new information

· Implement cross-curricular activities    (talk about other times, places, people from various communities)

· Reach conclusions through a variety of activities on the same topic – role play, news report, cartoons, drama, music, puppet play, songs, conversation, interviews, illustrations

· Find information to answer a specific question

· Share personal experiences and family traditions related to a story

· Tell favourite parts of a story

· Determine if real, make-believe, or possible

· Make inferences about characters actions or feelings (jealousy, bullying, etc.)

· Give reasons to support your opinion 

· Respect the abilities, ideas, and language of others
	· Cloze activities 

· Compare/contrast

· Fact vs. Opinion T-Chart
· Discussion groups

· Book Response in a variety of forms e.g. dioramas, posters, plays, book reports, art, etc.
· Skim for information

· Highlight important information

· Identify key words

· Create own Reader’s Theatre

· Story retelling

· Jigsaw Reading Strategy 

· Teach paraphrasing and re-reading strategies

· Literature circles


