PD Partner Meeting

February 3, 2010

Lethbridge

1.  Alberta Education Updates

· All docs on Curriculum Coordinator website, including powerpoint presentations


http://education.alberta.ca/apps/cccorner/
· New proposed curriculum implementation schedule

· CTS Update

· Ton of information on the powerpoint summary

2.  Math Update
· See powerpoint presentation

· Not a perfect alignment between WNCP and the new Alberta high school curriculum.  It will be crucial to plan math programs based on Alberta POS rather than WNCP outcomes

· 10 C Rationale:  Came from WNCP discussions.  Research regarding delaying streaming.  Have decisions made at the high school after teachers get to know the students better.  Etc etc etc

· Post-secondary acceptance - lots of discussions.  Permissions must come from Universities.  Seems to me greater acceptance of 30-2.  Expect to be able to share this spring.  Alberta Education cannot release this information at this time.  Counselors are welcome to call directly to a particular university.  I bet that would be fun!  It will be likely that some trades will require 30-1 as they currently require 30 Pure.  Vast majority of trades will require -2 or -3

· Resources - Not enough book to be published to make a competition for high quality resources.  Have used a RFP process and selected a publisher up-front

· Pearson and McGreaw-Hill - both for 10C

· -3 Course - Pacific Educational Press - UBC

· -2 and -1 - Publisher TBA

· Standards Documents will be available on website by end of February:  Path is:  Alberta Ed Website; teachers; math; information package

· http://education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/math/info.aspx
· SAPDC support:  Math institute recently completed.  Did anyone from PRSD attend?  Sessions being developed with Publishers in March.  Mary-Jo Raleigh has started her work on Jan. 28.  Coming to PRSD / ’76 on March 19 PD day.  Look critically at front matter, strategies to introduce concepts, lesson/unit planning in cohorts, manipulatives in high school setting (Brian’s edit - new Smart Math update has some cool math tools); David Decoste later spring; Bonnie Layton for 4-9 support

· PRSD AISI SMART lesson writing project,  similar to current SS project, planned for next year

3. High School Completion

· Powerpoint and summary handout.  Handout is also available digitally

· Newsletter only available by signing up.  People complaining too much paperwork / information coming out.  Do ya think?

· On the framework document, those in blue are currently underway

· Brian raised the question about the possibility of offering some high school courses like Math 31 and Physics 30 thru VC by ADLC

· Group work based around the 5 strategies

4.  SAPDC Update - Gary Heck and Marg Jenkins

· New document to support our PD planning document:  “Essential Conditions….” Looks very helpful.  Still in draft form.  Our Learning Council will be very interested in the as it supports what we already have in place and may be helpful in getting us to the next level in our professional learning planning.

· CTS - teachers across the province has indicated this as a priority.  Kal Koch will report to the administrators at the February meeting

· Now a prescribed course with specific outcomes that must be delivered.  No real flexibility in this regard

· Contact Gary Heck if looking for PD support for this

· Same with FMNI support

· Needs survey - will do this every two or three years rather than annually

· Appreciates district support for VC at division sites

· Thanks from Marg for efforts at school districts

· Some inter-jurisdictional work e.g ’76 and Prairie Rose

· Math moodle site - Bonnie Layton and Mary-Jo Raleigh

· AAC March 2 - four core courses, subject area groupings

· ESL benchmarks - totally applicable to Mennonite and Hutterite learners

· Consortia Review - Report is available.  Consortia will likely be around but will look different.  One provincial director with regional directors is one of the recommendations.  Gary has announced his retirement, Board is working on a replacement

5. Assessment and Implementation Update and Sharing

· Powerpoint

· Removal of Math/Science Written Response - shorten exam schedule and save $

· Concerns raised in regards to length of Chemistry exam and difficulty of Math 30 exam

· Looking at 50% weighting…will remain the same, for sure, through August

· Grade 6 and 9 PAT’s are offered online this year

· Read and Write gold is being tested - it’s almost there.  Do not have to have the software, it’s built in.  Just need to figure out how to download it.  Likely will be piloted in June.  Can call Alberta Education if interested in piloting.  Beta testing going on now.  For sure June 11.

· Written-response in humanities subjects can be submitted online

· Math 30 dip exam consultations underway

· Blueprinting new exam

· Calculator policy available by the end of this year

· Looking at technology applications in relation to exams, personal devices, etc

· 30-3 - no decision on exam yet

· Pure and Applied exams will be grandfathered until August 2014.

· Grade 3 Achievement test will proceed as planned for this year.  No removal until replacement is confirmed

· Any chance of scheduling grade 6 a week later?  Alberta Ed is aware of the concern.  It would be better to have another week of instruction.  Best to proceed through CASS.

6.  ATA

· First year teacher PD series

· Document:  Looking Forward
7.  AAC - Sherry Bennett - Building Classroom Assessment Capacity Project

